TRIAL AT DUNDEE                                     263

play his part in this great venture, I for one will consider him
an unfortunate man indeed.

India's servant
SatyagraJd

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 19-11-1913

191. TRIAL AT DUNDEE

[DUNDEE,

November 11, 1913}

Mr. Gandhi was on the llth instant charged on three counts, before -the
Resident Magistrate, Mr. J. W. Cross of Dundee, with inducing indentured
immigrants to leave the Province. The court was crowded with Indians -and
Europeans. Mr. W. DalzeU-TurnbuU was specially instructed by the Attor-
ney-General to appear for the prosecution, and Mr. Advocate J. W. Godfrey
appeared for Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi pleaded guilty to the charges.

Mr. Turnbull read the section and left the matter in the hands of the
Magistrate.

Mr. Godfrey stated that he was under an obligation to the defendant not
to plead in mitigation in any way whatsoever. Hie circumstances which had
brought Mr. Gandhi before the Magistrate were well known to all persons,
and he was only expressing the desire of the defendant when he stated that
the Magistrate had a duty to perform, and that he was expected to perform
that duty fearlessly, and should therefore not hesitate to impose the highest
sentence upon the prisoner if he felt that the circumstances in the case justi-
fied it

Mr. Gandhi obtained the permission of the Court, and made the fol-
lowing statement:

As a member of the profession, and being an old resident of Natal, he
thought that, in justice to himself and the public, he should state that the
counts against him were of such a nature that he took the responsibility imposed
upon him, for he bdieved that the demonstration for which these people were
taken out of the Colony was one for a worthy object; He felt that he should
say that he had nothing against the employers, and regretted that in this
campaign, serious losses were being caused to them. He appealed to the emplo-
yers also, and he felt that the tax was one which was heavily weighing down
his countrymen, and should be removed* He also felt that he was in honour
bound, in view of the position of things between Mr. Smuts and Professor